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Germani vaults to gold, records

Daniel Boone’s Justin Germani sets District 3-AAA and Berks records in the pole vault with his winning height of 16-21/4.

By Don Stewart

Reading Eagle

[image: image1.jpg]


Shippensburg, PA -  As Justin Germani dropped back to earth, his hopes of posting an historic height at Friday’s District 3 Track and Field Championships came crashing down with him.

It was his third and final attempt at clearing 16 feet, 21/4 inches, and the Daniel Boone senior felt it was worse than his previous two tries.

But as he hit the mat, Germani was surprised to hear an encouraging sound.

“I heard people screaming,” he said. “I looked up and (the bar) was still on. I thought I didn’t make it.” 


Oh, but he had it! 

Germani nicked the bar as he cleared it. The bar wiggled for one dramatic moment before settling, giving Germani a District 3-AAA and Berks record in the boys pole vault. The previous marks of 16-2, set by Reading High’s Mason Ternay, had stood since 1989.

For being the worst of his three cracks at 16-21/4, it wasn’t bad.

“The two before that were actually a lot better,” said Germani, whose previous best was 15-6 earlier this spring at the Baldwin Inv. In Pittsburgh, “I just hit (the bar) on the way down. That (third) one paid off for me, though.” 
 
Last season, Germani settled for fourth in the District 3AAA pole vault as now-graduated teammate Jason Inzana hit 14-6 to win the gold. It’s safe to say he’s cleared Inzana’s shadow.

But the name on Germani’s mind after Friday’s record vault was Hatboro-Horsham’s Joe Berry, whose beat Germani in the Penn Relays after Germani was leading the duo after the 15-5 (4.70m) mark.  Berry jumped 15-9 and then went on to break the Penn Relays record and then he beat it again with a 16-3.5 mark.  The two will square off again at next weekend’s state championships back at Shippensburg.

“I’m ready to compete with him,” Germani said. “I want to stick it to him, but I don’t have any hard feelings about him; he’s a great guy.”

Funny how bad can be sometimes be good.

